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Weekly Challenge - Boise River Watershed
Welcome to the WaterShed Weekly Challenge. Every week during the summer the Boise WaterShed will release one challenge for 
people at home to complete. These challenges will focus on a STEM topic and each completed challenge will give you one raffle ticket 
for a chance to win a family membership to the Discovery Center of Idaho. The raffle will take place at the end of the summer! The more 
challenges you complete, the better your chances of winning are. Every participant in this program through the spring and summer will 
receive a packet of goodies from the Boise WaterShed. You can complete these challenges at any point throughout the summer. See 
below for how to submit a completed challenge. We would love to share your experiences with these challenges. If you take any pictures 
or videos of completing or working on these challenges, send them to us and we will feature them every Friday on a special Facebook 
shout-out message. You can also tag us on Facebook, @BoiseWS. 

BOISE RIVER WATERSHED  
A watershed is an area of land that drains into a centralized location. You can picture it like a large bowl that has water “shedding” down 
the sides and collecting in the middle. In the Treasure Valley, the central point of our watershed is the Boise River. The mountains in the 
Boise National Forest act as the tops and the sides of our bowl, they collect water (mostly as snow) and when it melts, it sheds down the 
watershed eventually ending up into the Boise River and then flowing out into the Snake River. The Boise River Watershed is the term we 
use to describe all of the land and water that drains into the Boise River. It has many different parts, such as small streams and creeks as 
well as cities and canals and mountains. The ecosystem of the Boise River Watershed is incredibly diverse. There are high mountain areas 
and low agricultural areas. In todays challenge we are going to ask you to observe the ecosystem of the Boise River Watershed using your 
5 senses.   

CHALLENGE
All you need for this challenge is your 5 senses and a piece of paper (it is easiest to use a notebook). Find a spot in the Boise River 
Watershed and record your observations using your 5 senses. Your spot could be in the backyard, the foothills, or on the shoreline of the 
Boise River. If you don’t have all 5 senses, no worries, use what you’ve got and have fun!

Sense 1: SMELL 
• Spend some time smelling some of the natural things around you. Plants and soil are a good place to practice your smelling skills. 

Make sure that you are not smelling things that may make you sick, like poop or trash. Write down three of the objects that you 
smelled, and how they smelled to you or made you feel. 

Sense 2: SIGHT 
• Sight is something that we use every day. Today, we want you to use you sight to find different colors. Find three natural objects 

around you that are three different colors. Write down the objects and their colors on your piece of paper. 

Sense 3: TOUCH 
• We want to you touch three different objects around you! Make sure that the three things are safe to touch. Once you have touched 

them, write down what they feel like on your paper. 



208-608-7300 • BW@cityofboise.org • cityofboise.org/bee

Sense 4: SOUND
• Spend 1 minute with your eyes closed and listening to the sounds around you. Write down 3 of the sounds that you hear. If you can’t 

identify the sound, that’s okay, write down what it reminds you of. 

Sense 5: TASTE 
• We are not going to ask you to taste anything! Have a snack or a drink of something refreshing after you have completed your 

observations. 

Once you have competed your observations for your spot, you can do this challenge in other places in the Boise River Watershed. Compare 
the observations and see how the watershed ecosystem changes in different areas. 

In order to submit your challenge for a chance to win our summer raffle. Send a name of everyone in your group who completed the 
challenge and a mailing address to bw@cityofboise.org.


